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hindmost ranks of the crowd, pushed his way through those
in front of me, held out his hand to me and said: ' I know
you have been active on my behalf, and will never forget
you were so.'

My first meeting with him had been in the winter of
1834-35, at a court ball. I was standing beside a certain
Herr von Schack, from Mecklenburg, a tall man like myself,
dressed as I was, in the uniform of a Referendarius, which
prompted the Prince to observe jocosely that Justice must
be looking for her recruits by the standard of the Guards;
then, turning to me, he asked why I had not become a
soldier. ' I had the wish/ I replied, c but my parents
were against it, because the prospect was too unfavour-
able.' Whereupon the Prince remarked: ' The career is
certainly not brilliant, but the judicial career is not more
so.' During the first United Diet, to which he belonged
as a member of the Upper House, he spoke to me repeat-
edly in the joint sittings in a way which showed that he
approved of the political attitude which I had adopted.

Soon after the meeting at Genthin he invited me to
Babelsberg. I told him of many things concerning the
March days, partly from my own experience and partly
from what I had heard from the officers, especially as to
the temper in which the troops began the retreat from Ber-
lin, and vented in bitter songs which they sung on the
march. I was cruel enough to read him the verses, which
may be called historical, as indicating the temper of the
troops on the retreat they were ordered to make from
Berlin.

Prussians they were, and black and white their colours,
When o'er the ranks once more the banner spread,
As for their King with loyal hearts rejoicing
His faithful troops fell one by one in death.
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